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Outcomes and Objectives 

This Guide is meant to touch on all three major elements of a 
Language Arts program; reading, writing, and speaking. 

Reading: Along with reading, The Adventures of Jack Lime, students 
will be engaged in reading a history of detective stories, a glossary of 
hard-boiled words, and reading basic comprehension questions. 

Writing: The activities in this guide give students the opportunity to 
answer basic comprehension questions, create their own protagonist 
and antagonist, create dialogue, and create their own short fictional 
work. 

Speaking: Students will participate in teacher lead discussions along 
with group discussion and group work. If desired, teachers can have 
students create and perform their own hard-boiled radio play. 
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A Note from the Author 

When I began writing, The Adventures of Jack Lime, I immersed 
myself in the world of the American hardboiled detective story. I read 
the books, I watched the movies and I listened to the radio plays. I 
encourage you and your students to delve into the genre as you 
explore this manual, keeping in mind that some hardboiled fiction was 
written for adults and may contain material that is inappropriate for 
students. 

Information for Teachers 

A Brief History of the Detective Novel 

Mystery exists everywhere. From trying to find your missing glasses to 
attempting to figure out what goes on in the mind of your average 
teenager, we’re exposed to our own little mysteries everyday. 
Literature is also soaked in mystery. Oedipus Rex, the classic Greek 
tragedy by Sophocles, revolves around Oedipus trying to discover the 
truth about his life, while Harry, Ron, and Hermione are often involved 
in some mysterious puzzle as they battle against Voldemort and his 
followers in the brilliant Harry Potter books by J.K. Rowling. Indeed, in 
all stories, a hero is faced with a problem that needs to be fixed, and 
that hero struggles to overcome obstacle after obstacle as they work 
towards a new understanding of life and The Truth. This, of course, is 
exactly what happens during a detective story; the hero struggles to 
solve a problem and arrive at The Truth. This search for The Truth is at 
the heart of all the Jack Lime stories. Ultimately, it’s also what drives 
Jack forward despite being ridiculed by classmates, or being beaten up 
by bullies; Jack yearns for The Truth, and he’s not afraid to risk his 
personal safety to dig it up.  

Jack’s willingness to get roughed up a little as he tries to solve 
problems for his clients comes straight out of the hardboiled detective 
stories from the 1930s, 40s, and 50s. These stories started in pulp 
magazines, where the detective or hero was cynical and tough, but 
also lived by a strict code of ethics that focused on justice, even if it 
meant bending the law a little. Dashiell Hammett, who created Sam 
Spade, and Raymond Chandler, who wrote the Philip Marlowe 
mysteries, are probably the two most famous hardboiled writers from 
this time period.  
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The hardboiled detective was quite different from another of my 
favourite detectives, Sherlock Holmes. While Holmes solved mysteries 
using his superhuman powers of deduction and methodically piecing 
together the evidence he collected through reasoning and logic, the 
hardboiled detective typically solved cases by colliding head-on with 
criminals and bouncing from one clue to the next in a more haphazard 
fashion. The hardboiled detective inhabited a world where you could 
never be sure who was good and who was bad. In fact, sometimes the 
victim might turn out to be a suspect, thus creating a cynical, jaded 
hero. Holmes, however, lived a gentlemanly life, and while he would 
dive into the murky underworld of London, in the end he was insulated 
from the rigours of scraping out a living amongst the criminals he 
faced. The hardboiled hero, on the other hand, usually lived an 
unglamorous life, surrounded by shady characters, and struggled to 
make it from day-to-day. 

Obviously, this is an extremely brief history of the detective novel. If 
you would like to learn more, there are numerous sites online that 
would provide far more detail into the fascinating world of detective 
fiction. 

Possible guiding questions for students to introduce them to 
the detective story. 

1. Why do people like to read detective stories? 
2. Why are we so fascinated with crime, especially murder? List as 
many reasons as you can. 
3. What normally happens in a detective story? How does it begin, 
what happens through the middle, and how does it end? 
4. What qualities should a good detective possess? 
5. What qualities should a good villain possess?  
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A Brief Introduction to Jack Lime 

Jack Lime is a 15-year-old detective. He used to live in Los Angeles, 
but his parents died in a car accident on Christmas Eve and Jack was 
sent to live with his grandmother in the small town of Iona. Jack 
suffers from narcolepsy, which causes him to fall asleep uncontrollably. 
Jack considers himself a consulting detective, like Sherlock Holmes, 
and charges his clients favours instead of money. 

Summary of “The Case of the Broken Lock” 

The story begins as Jack drowns his troubles with a tall root beer float 
at The Diner. Sandra Kutcher walks in with her little brother, Ronny, 
and informs Jack that Ronny’s bike has been stolen. She wants Jack to 
track it down before his birthday. Jack agrees, mostly because he’s 
immediately infatuated with Sandra. 

Jack visits the Kutcher residence to begin the investigation. He notices 
that there’s no lock, which he finds strange because most criminals 
would need to break the lock to steal the bike. Jack wonders why 
anyone would want to take a broken lock with them. Ronny suggests 
that a local gang, The Riverside Boys, have taken his bike. Both 
Sandra and Jack think this is ridiculous, since Ronny’s bike is a quite 
small, but Jack has no other leads so he follows through with the 
suggestion. 

Bucky King is the leader of the Riverside Boys and Jack figures his 
little sister, Missy, might know something about a missing bike. Missy 
owes Jack a favour, so he tracks her down and she mentions a stolen 
bike that she tried to return, but the owner already had a new one. 
This doesn’t make any sense to Jack, so he accuses her of lying and 
she becomes hostile, attacks him, and then runs away. As he chases 
her Jack’s condition, narcolepsy, kicks in and he falls asleep. 

When Jack wakes up he goes to see Sandra to tell her he’s going to 
look into the stolen bike that Missy mentioned, even though he thinks 
it’s a red herring. That night he infiltrates the Flea Market and is shown 
a bike that obviously isn’t Ronny’s (it’s a little too nice) and comes 
face-to-face with Bucky King. In the end, Bucky and his cronies toss 
Jack into the river, a prank they think is relatively harmless, but Jack’s 
narcolepsy kicks in again. Luckily, Jack is saved by Max Thorn, who 
tries to join Jack in investigating crime. Jack declines the offer and 
heads home. 
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Jack returns home past his curfew and covered in mud. As a result, his 
grandmother mistakes him for a burglar and attacks him. After a hot 
shower Jack decides the detective game isn’t worth the trouble and 
tells his concerned grandmother that he’s retiring.  

The next morning Jack tells Sandra that he’s off the case. She insists 
that he tells Ronny himself, and while he’s waiting in their foyer he 
notices Ronny’s sneakers are caked in mud – the same mud that is 
covering his sneakers because he’s been down by the river. Jack 
suddenly realizes that Ronny’s been down by the river recently and he 
has an epiphany. Before Sandra returns with Ronny, Jack puts himself 
back on the case. 

Jack arrives at Ronny’s birthday party with the bike and reveals to 
Ronny and Sandra how he solved the crime. First, the broken lock 
made him suspicious. Why would someone steal a broken lock? 
Second, Missy mentioned another bike that’d been stolen by the 
Riverside Boys, but the owner got a new bike as a result (this is the 
bike Jack saw at the Flea Market). This piece of information forces Jack 
to consider a possible motive for the crime that he hadn’t thought of 
before; that the owner wanted a new bike. Lastly, he saw the mud on 
Ronny’s shoes and knew he’s been down by the river. Jack guessed 
that Ronny really didn’t like his old bike and had dumped it in the river 
in the hopes that he’d get a new one for his birthday. The lock was 
missing because Ronny didn’t break it; he’d left it on the bike.  

Ronny gets his new bike in the end and Jack ends up back at The Diner 
with a root beer float. 

Comprehension Questions for “The Case of the Broken Lock” 

1. Why does Jack Lime have a black eye at the beginning of the story? 
2. What does the reader know about the setting of the story from the 
first three pages? 
3. Who is Sandra Kutcher and how does Jack feel about her? 
4. How does the author describe Sandra’s little brother Ronny? Does 
this paint a picture in the reader’s head? 
5. What is the ‘case’ that Sandra wants Jack to take on?  
6. Do you think Jack should just mind his own business?  
7. Why did Jack keep asking about the lock on Ronnie’s bike?  
In what way did this little fact help solve the case? 
8. What do we know about Jack’s condition? 
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9. Why do you think the author created Jack with this condition? 
10. Who are the Riverside Boys and Bucky King? 
11. Who is Max Thorn? Why do you think the author created his 
character? 
12. What was Ronny’s motive for getting rid of the bike? 
13. What were the three facts that brought the case together?  
14. Where is Jack at the end of the story? Why do you think the story 
ends this way?  

Summary of “The Case of the Daily Telegraph”  

Jack is hiding behind a bush, filming his client getting wedgied, when a 
giant kid named Tyrone Johnson jumps behind the bushes with him. 
Jack quickly finds out that Tyrone’s hamster, Carver, has disappeared 
and now he’s being blackmailed into doing the hamster-napper’s 
homework. Tyrone, the smartest kid at Iona High, has to drop the 
completed homework into a garbage can every Monday or Carver will 
be killed. Jack agrees to watch the garbage can for the rest of the day. 
However, when five o’clock hits and nobody has taken the homework 
Jack tells Tyrone he has to go home or his grandma will give him a 
hard time.  

The next morning the homework is still in the garbage can. Tyrone 
tells Jack that he’s been doing this for two months. The assignment 
that’s sitting in the garbage this week is an essay on the novel The Old 
Man and the Sea. Jack goes to talk to Mr. Kurtz, his English teacher, 
about the essay that Tyrone left for the culprit. Mr. Kurtz tells Jack that 
The Old Man and the Sea isn’t covered at Iona High anymore. That 
makes Jack think that the hamster-napper isn’t actually interested in 
picking up the assignments, but is getting Tyrone to complete them for 
some other, more sinister, purpose. 

Jack rushes back to the garbage can, but the garbage has already 
been collected by the school custodian, Mr. Leoni. Jack searches 
through a dumpster and finds the essay, but he’s caught by Principal 
Snit and taken home for a shower and some fresh clothes. 

Back at school, Jack tracks down Tyrone and finds out that he’s 
competing for a prestigious scholarship (The Luxemcorp Prize) which 
goes to the top student at Iona High, however, he might fall out of the 
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running if he has to keep doing these extra homework assignments. 
With this new information, Jack narrows the investigation down to the 
two students who are still competing with Tyrone for the scholarship; 
Walter Hampton and Polly Chew. Jack also realizes that the photos of 
Carver are taken in front of a newspaper - The Daily Telegraph - in 
order to display the date so that Tyrone knows Carver is still alive. All 
they have to do is stakeout Hampton and Chew to find out who gets 
The Daily Telegraph.  

Unfortunately, both Chew and Hampton get The Daily Telegraph and 
Jack realizes he’s back to square one. When Jack meets Tyrone at 
school that morning he suggests forgetting about Carver and focusing 
on winning the scholarship. Tyrone informs him that his deceased  
mother gave him that hamster and he can’t just let him die, no matter 
how much the scholarship is worth. While Jack considers his next 
move he notices a picture of Walter Hampton’s older brother, Ralph, on 
the wall as a past winner of the school’s Science Fair. Jack also notices 
that Ralph graduated two years ago, the same time The Old Man and 
the Sea was last used at Iona High. 

Jack rushes to see Ms. Mickle, the school’s guidance counsellor, and 
discovers that Ralph Hampton would have won the Luxemcorp Prize if 
a girl named Cindy Hooped hadn’t moved into town. Now, Walter 
Hampton, Ralph’s little brother, is about to lose the scholarship to 
Tyrone, a brand new student at Iona High. 

Jack pays a visit to Walter Hampton and accuses him of stealing 
Carver and blackmailing Tyrone. Walter happily confesses to 
everything and tells Jack to inform Tyrone that he’d better do the end 
of year physics project for him or Carver will die. 

Jack admits to Tyrone that he’s made everything worse. Tyrone 
suggests that they go their separate ways and mentions that the 
physics project won’t be too hard since he did something similar for a 
Science Fair project at his last school. Since Tyrone records all of his 
projects, all he’ll have to do is watch the video he made. The mention 
of the video gives Jack an idea; he tells Tyrone to do the project and 
make sure it is exactly like the old science fair project. 

Jack visits Walter again after all the projects have been handed in. He 
shows Walter a DVD copy of Tyrone’s old Science Fair project and 
threatens to send a copy to Principal Snit and the executives at 
Luxemcorp if Walter doesn’t hand over Carver. Walter realizes he’ll be 
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caught for plagiarizing and lose the scholarship, so he gives Carver 
back to Jack. 

Comprehension Questions for “The Case of the Daily Telegraph” 
  
1. Why does Tyrone care so much about his hamster? 
2. Why does Jack get Max to help with the stake out? 
3. Why did Tyrone transfer into Iona High? 
4. What is Luxemcorp? Why does Jack dislike it so much? 
5. Who gave Jack an important clue about the kidnapper? 
6. Why do you think Walter freely admits his guilt? 
7. How did Jack make Tyrone’s situation worse?  
8. How did Jack solve the problem? 
9. What does the word ‘leverage’ mean? What does Jack mean when 

he says he’ll get ‘more leverage’ at the end of the story? 

Summary of “The Case of the Big Dupe” 

*Note: Be sure students realize that The Case of the Big Dupe occurs 
before the other two cases, even though it’s the last story in the book.  

Jack ends up in the hospital with a concussion and relates how he 
became a Private Eye to Dr. Potter. 

Jack’s very first case ended when he proved a guy named Ryan 
Morrison was cheating on his girlfriend. That case lead to a girl named 
Jennifer O’Rourke tracking down Jack and hiring him to find Tobias 
Poe. Jennifer tells Jack that Tobias is the smartest kid at school and 
that they need him to win the Academic All-Stars Trivia Tournament 
Regional Finals the next night.   

Jack finds out from Jennifer that Tobias’s ex-girlfriend, Valda Pernickle, 
might have kidnapped him to get revenge. Jack meets Valda and she 
tells him about Tobias’s “study”, which he’s created in his shed. Before 
investigating the shed, however, Jack pays a visit Max Stromopolous. 
Max is a member of Trivia Team too, but he was less than excited that 
Jack was hired to find Tobias, which makes Jack suspicious. Jack 
doesn’t find out anything from Max, but he does find out that Lisa 
Aucoin, another member of the Trivia Team was visiting him. Jack 
follows Lisa when she leaves Max’s condo and accuses her and Max of 
kidnapping Tobias so that they could share the spotlight in the Trivia 
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Tournament. Lisa tells Jack that Tobias wasn’t actually the star of the 
team and that they might be better off without him. She also 
insinuates that the boys running the betting pool might have locked 
him away. 

Jack goes back to his grandmother’s house where Valda is waiting for 
him. Over dinner, Valda tells Jack about the betting that’s going on 
around the Trivia Tournament. Jack calls Jennifer to see if she’s heard 
anything about this betting ring. Jennifer confirms that some students 
are betting on the outcome of the Trivia Tournament and she sets up a 
meeting between Jack and someone who is on the inside of the 
gambling operation the next morning.  

That night Jack sneaks out of his house and investigates Tobias’s  
study. Other than some information written on a white board and some 
spreadsheets on a computer, Jack doesn’t find anything in the shed. 
However, before he leaves he deduces that the bookshelf, which runs 
the length of the shed, is actually a fake wall. Jack is about to break 
down the wall and confront Tobias when he realizes that he could 
make some money betting on Iona High in the Trivia Tournament. As a 
result, he leaves without capturing Tobias. Jack ends up betting a lot of 
money on the Trivia Tournament and puts up many of his most 
expensive possessions as collateral. He returns to Tobias’s shed and 
drags him back to the school so he can compete in the Tournament. 
Jennifer is thrilled to see Tobias, but he’s a flop and Iona High lose the 
Regional Finals. As a result, Jack loses all of his money, his iPod, his 
cell phone, and his laptop.  

Jack returns to Tobias’s shed to apologize to him. However, except for 
the white board, the place is cleaned out. Jack crawls into the hidden 
area behind the fake wall and finds a note that connects Tobias to the 
betting ring. Before he leaves he realizes that the information that was 
written on the white board was all about the gambling operation and it 
was under his nose the whole time. 

The next morning Jack rushes to school to warn Jennifer that Tobias is 
a fraud. To his surprise, he finds Jennifer sitting with Tobias and Valda. 
Valda explains that Jack’s been the target of an elaborate sting to 
exact revenge for taking some incriminating photos of Ryan Morrison, 
who happens to be Valda’s younger brother. Jack’s anger gets the 
better of him and his narcolepsy kicks in the first time.  
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Comprehension Questions for “The Case of the Big Dupe” 
  
1. What’s the date when Jack wakes up in the hospital? 
2. Why would Doc Potter be interested in listening to how Jack became     

a detective? 
3. Where did Jack live before he moved to Iona? 
4. What grade is Jack in when he first meets Jennifer O’Rourke? What 

grade would Jack be in when he wakes up in the hospital? 
5. How does Jennifer know that Jack does detective work? 
6. Why does Jack like to show off his money when he first moves to 

Iona? 
7. What advantage does Jack have because he’s an outsider? 
8. How is Valda connected to Tobias? 
9. Who does Jack suspect might be involved in Tobias’s    

disappearance? Why? 
10. What does Jack learn from Lisa Aucoin? Who confirms this 

information? 
11. Why doesn’t Jack ‘find’ Tobias when he has the chance? 
12. Jack thinks he’s got a plan that will help him win lots of money on 

the Trivia Tournament. How does this work out for him? 
13. Why does Jack hand over his possessions without putting up a 

fuss? 
14. Why does Jack want to apologize to Tobias? Why does he want to 

warn Jennifer? 
15. Why was Jack the target of this elaborate prank? 
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Interview with James Leck 

Suggestion for use by teachers: 
Students often try to avoid engaging with a writing process; they like 
to write it once and then hand it in and never see it again. This 
interview focuses on the importance of outlining, writing, re-writing, 
revising and editing. It is hoped that teachers can use this interview to 
convince students that everyone, including published authors, need to 
re-work and edit their work.  

Interviewer: How did you create the character of Jack Lime? 
JL: Originally, Jack Lime was going to be based on the Sherlock 
Holmes mysteries, so there were going to be two Jacks. One was going 
to tell the story, like Watson, and the other was going to be a brilliant 
detective, like Sherlock Holmes. I wrote The Case of the Broken Lock 
like that, and shared it with the writing group I was a part of at the 
time, but it never sounded right. Eventually, someone in the group 
suggested combining the two characters into one detective. When I 
rewrote the story again, this time with only one detective, the hard-
boiled Jack Lime from the book suddenly appeared and the writing 
became much easier and more enjoyable. If I hadn’t listened to that 
person’s suggestion Jack Lime would never have been born.  

I: Was it hard to get Jack Lime published?  
JL: There are a number of steps to getting published. First, you should 
have a well written and complete manuscript that is ready to be sent 
out. I created Jack and his first stories in the spring of 2006 and kept 
writing and rewriting new stories for about five months before I 
thought it was ready to be sent to a publisher. Before I sent it out I 
researched which publishing houses were interested in YA novels and 
then found out their rules for submitting manuscripts. Most people 
think you can just write a story, put it in an envelope and send it out, 
but all publishers have strict rules that need to be followed or your 
book will end up in the trash before anybody reads it. I received two 
rejection letters back before the book was accepted by Kids Can Press. 
Even after it was accepted I spent about another year and a half 
rewriting and editing the book. I’ve probably rewritten the whole book 
five or six times and that’s not including editing for grammatical 
mistakes. 

I: Were you disappointed when you got the rejection letters? 
JL: No, not really. Writers develop a thick skin because your work is 
rejected all the time. Making mistakes and finding out what doesn’t 
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work is the only way to get better as a writer. Plus, I’ve been pretty 
lucky in that I haven’t received too many rejection letters. I know a 
writer who literally wallpapered his whole kitchen with rejection letters 
before his first novel was accepted. Now he’s published three novels. 
Stephen King received lots of rejection letters before he ever got a 
novel accepted, and the first Harry Potter book was rejected twelve 
times before a publisher finally picked it up. So, rejection is just part of 
the game for writers.  

I: What advice would you give someone who wanted to be a 
writer? 
JL: The first thing I would say is that you have to write everyday; 
writer’s write. I would try to set aside the same time everyday to sit 
down and work on your writing. Doing it at the same time will help you 
build up the habit, and once writing is a habit than you’ll stick with it. I 
like to write at night, usually from 8:30 until 10:00. Other people like 
to get up early and write. You just need to find a time that’s good for 
you. Second, I would tell them to write what they enjoy. Writing can 
be hard work, and it will get frustrating sometimes, but it should be 
fun. Third, you have to finish what you start. One of my mistakes early 
on was starting a story and then giving up when I didn’t like it 
anymore. You have to stick with it and figure out why that good idea 
you had at the beginning of the story has suddenly gone sour. When 
you can figure out those problems then you’re starting to become a 
really good writer. Fourth, only share your work when you’re ready, but 
eventually you need to share it with someone you trust. The feedback 
you get will help you improve for the second draft. Last, but not least, 
you need to read. You don’t have to read the classics, but you should 
be reading as much as possible. I didn’t read a lot when I was growing 
up (I spent most of my time outdoors playing street hockey), but I 
read at night before bed and I think that helped a lot in the long run.  

I: Is Jack Lime based on a real person? 
JL: No, but a lot of my minor characters are based on real people. For 
me, making up characters is the best part of writing, so I spend a lot 
of time before I begin writing a story getting to know everything about 
a character. I know lots of things about Jack that are never mentioned 
in the novel. For instance, Jack likes root beer floats because his 
mother used to make them for him after he had a bad day. I know his 
shoe size and what his bedroom looked like before he moved to Iona, 
but talking about that in the book would slow the action down. It’s just 
good to know those details so that Jack can become his own person 
and make his own decisions. The worst thing a writer can do is start to 
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manipulate the stories by controlling his or her characters. You have to 
let the characters make their own decisions.   

I: Why did you create Jack Lime with narcolepsy? Do you have 
narcolepsy?  
JL: I wanted my character to have a weakness, most heroes do, and 
since I created the back story of his parent’s death I thought it would 
be fitting for the weakness to be somehow linked to that. Do I have 
narcolepsy? I’ve never been diagnosed with it. I just like to sleep…a 
lot!   

I: Jack thinks he is very smart? Is he really smart or is he just 
one those kids that everyone finds really annoying? 
JL: I think Jack is of average intelligence but he’s like a bulldog; once 
he sinks his teeth into a case he won’t let go until he solves it. Other 
kids might find Jack annoying, but he doesn’t care what other kids 
think about him.  

I: Does Jack have any friends?  
JL: Not really, and he’s okay with that. Jack sees himself as an 
outsider in Iona and wants to continue to be the lone wolf (although 
he wouldn’t mind having a girlfriend). 

I: Will there be more Jack Lime stories?  
JL: Yes! A second Jack Lime collection should hit the stores in the 
spring of 2013.  

I: Have you always wanted to be a writer?  
JL: I have always enjoyed entertaining people and I have dabbled with 
writing all my life although I didn’t seriously start writing until I was in 
my late 20s. 

I: What’s the hardest thing about writing? 
JL: I think it’s probably all the rewriting you have to do. Most people 
probably think you write a story, look it over for spelling mistakes and 
then send it off and it gets published in a couple of months. Like I said 
before, I ended up spending about a year and a half rewriting the 
stories. Some of them had to change completely. But I love rewriting 
my work, so although it might be hard, it’s something I enjoy. I know 
an author who just finished writing his novel for the seventh time, and 
it’s about 300 pages long. So he’s written 21000 pages for one novel. 
But most writers I know love writing. I could sit and rewrite a sentence 
six or seven times and find that fun. Also, lots of different editors read 
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my book and sent me feedback on changes. In my experience 80% of 
writing is revision and editing. I’d say only 20% is making up the 
story.  

I: Any last thoughts? 
JL: I think anybody can be a writer if they really want to be one. If you 
keep writing and have patience eventually all that hard work will pay 
off. It’s like any goal you might have; if you work hard and stick with it 
than you’ll realize your dream eventually. 
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Student Activities: 

Activity 1 - Introduction to the Mystery Genre 

Have students research the history of the mystery genre using the 
internet sites suggested below as a guide. 

http://www.mysterynet.com/timeline/  
  
http://www.mysterynet.com/genres/  
  
http://www.mysterynet.com/hardboiled/ 
  
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/hound/tg_mystery.html 
  
http://kids.mysterynet.com/history-kids/   
  
http://www.classiccrimefiction.com/historydf.htm 

http://www.classiccrimefiction.com/hardboiled-slang.htm 
  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A563898 

Students can present their findings as:  
 1. an individual presentation to the class 
 2. a written report 
 4. a pair-and-share group activity 
 5. a group discussion 

Activity 2 - Jack Lime’s Background  

In order for readers to enjoy a book an author must create interesting 
characters. The challenging part for an author is to reveal little bits of 
information about their character in order to keep the readers 
attention, but not give away everything at once. In The Adventures of 
Jack Lime, the reader is slowly introduced to the hard-boiled high 
school detective, Jack Lime. The reader learns that Jack comes to Iona 
because of a very sad incident. Using the worksheet entitled, Who is 
Jack Lime Graphic Organizer, found in the worksheet section, have 
students compile clues about Jack’s background story as they read 
each case. 
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Activity 3 - Analysis of The Case of the Broken Lock 
The purpose of this activity is to have students explore the form of a 
short story by researching plot structure. Also, students will analyze 
the story by identifying how the different elements of the story are 
used by the author. (see worksheet section) 

Activity 4 - Hardboiled Slang 
When Jack speaks he uses a great deal of hardboiled slang. Using 
slang is a great way to bring characters to life. Have students compile 
a glossary of their own slang terms. Alternatively, they could study 
hardboiled slang by accessing one of many hardboiled glossaries 
available online. ***Note: Some of the terms in these glossaries may 
not be appropriate for younger students and should be checked over 
by the classroom teacher before allowing students to do this 
activity.*** Additionally, students could write a scene between two 
fictional characters using the slang glossary they’ve developed. 

Creative Writing 

In the following section, students will learn how to develop their own 
characters, write scenes and begin work on their own short story or 
radio play. 

Activity 5 – Creating Your Own Detective (or Villain) 
This is a quick, painless and fun way for students to develop fictional 
characters who are based in reality. 

Activity 6 - Character Questionnaire 
Once your students have finished creating their own character, they 
can complete the Character Questionnaire in order to get to know their 
characters better. This is an essential part of the writing process. See 
the Character Questionnaire in the worksheet section. 

Activity 7 - Writing Your Own Scene 
The purpose of this activity is to encourage the students to develop a 
deeper understanding of their fictional detective by placing them in a 
scene that involves conflict. They should also consider the form of the 
dialogue and whether or not this matches the genre for their detective. 
See the Writing Your Own Scene worksheet for an outline of how to get 
started. 
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Activity 8 - Writing Your Own Mystery (Short Story or Radio 
Play) 
The purpose of this activity is to help students work through the 
writing process by brainstorming ideas, outlining the plot structure and 
applying the conventions of the short story to their own creative 
writing piece. This should also encourage students to reflect on their 
drafts and be aware that they are writing for an audience within the 
conventions of the mystery genre. Student can use the Writing Your 
Own Mystery worksheets to help them get started.  


