
Character Questionnaire - Putting flesh on the bones of your character. 

Below are a few questions that I like to answer about my main characters before I 
start writing. One of the reasons I enjoy answering these questions is that I always 
learn something interesting about the characters that I wasn’t expecting. Those 
strange little tidbits almost always make it into the books and I think it’s what 
makes the characters really come to life. 

Take 10 minutes to answer each question. That seems like a long time, but it’s 
vital that you don’t stop writing for the entire time. If you run out of things to say, 
write blahblahblah or abcdefg over and over, just as long as your pen keeps 
moving. If you keep writing, eventually the creative part of your brain is going to 
realize you mean business and will actually provide you with some interesting 
ideas. And to be honest, it’s usually only in the final one or two minutes of writing 
that I get the juicy details I’m looking for during this exercise, so it’s super 
important to keep writing. 

NOTE - Obviously it’s going to be difficult or impossible for some students to write 
for 10 minutes, in that case lower the time to something that is more appropriate, 
but try to push the students as far as they can go. 

Character Questionnaire 

1. What does his bedroom look like? (Harry Potter’s bedroom under the stairs 
at the Dursley’s house at the beginning of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's 
Stone shows us a lot about Harry and his situation without having tell us 
information.) 

2. Describe her favourite pair of shoes. (Don’t be afraid to delve into the past, 
where the shoes were purchased, what the day was like, who was there) 

3. What is inside his fridge? (In After Dark Charlie opens the door to the fridge 
and finds a few slices of cold vegetarian pizza and a small bottle of mustard. 
That shows the reader a great deal about his situation.) 

4. Does she have any scars? Choose one and explain how she got it. (This is 
my favourite question to answer because scars always have an interesting story. 
Harry Potter’s scar is probably one of the best known examples.) 

5. What’s the worst thing that ever happened to him? (Jack Lime’s parents 
were killed in a car accident on Christmas Eve, which is why he lives with his 
grandmother. I don’t talk about it much in the books, but I learned a lot about 
Jack when I answered this question.) 


